
A Brief History of Agriculture 
in Alameda County 

Edwin Deakin, Farming in the Livermore Valley, 1874 



Mission San Jose 

June 11, 1797 

The Beginnings 







The Ranchos 





Rancho San Lorenzo about 1800 







American and European Settlers 

John Horner, 1846 

OUR PAST 





From 1870 US Census 



Hay and Grain 

Field near Spruce St., Berkeley, 1893 



Rice Straw Burner 



Henry Mohr, 1900 



Edmundson’s Warehouse, Hayward, Oct. 21, 1868 



Vineyards and Wineries 

Mayhew Vineyard, Fremont 



Stanford Winery, Mission San Jose 



Paris Vineyard, Livermore, ca. 1898 



Fruits and Nuts 

Winter Plowing in Orchard, ca. 1915 



Nielsen orchard, Hayward, ca 1900 



Drying fruit, ca 1900 



Hunt Cannery, Hayward 



Vegetables and Miscellaneous 
Crops 

Bush Beans 



Harvesting hops, Pleasanton Hop Co 



San Lorenzo orchard, ca. 1915 



Picking rhubarb, Mulford Farm, San 
  



Cotton, Hayward 



Cattle, Sheep, and Hogs 

Golden Eagle Ranch 



Sheep ranch, Hayward Hills, 1920s 



Emeryville stockyards, 1915 



Dairies 

Talcott’s Dairy, Oakland 



Empire Dairy, Oakland 





Nursery Stock 

Jackson and Perkins Roses, Pleasanton 



California Nursery Co., Niles, 1924 



K.C. Elsey’s Nursery, Oakland 



Cut Flowers 



Kitayama Bros. Union City, 1956 



Harvesting Gladiolus, Glad-A-Way Gardens, Union City, 1976 



Marketing, Shipping, Storing, 
Processing, Manufacturing 

Port of Oakland, 1885 



Eden Landing ca 1878 



“Wavelet” hay scow, Jarvis Landing 





Our Present 



Valley Crest Nursery, Sunol, 2010 



Four Winds Nursery, Fremont, 2009 



Organic Vegetables , Fremont, 2010 



Oat Hay, North Livermore, 2013 



Wheat Hay, North Livermore, 2012 



Wheat Grain,  
South Livermore, 

2013 



Wine Grape Vineyard, South Livermore, 2013 



Vineyard, South Livermore, 2011 



Olive Orchard, South Livermore, 2008 



Rangeland, North Livermore, 2013 



Rangeland, South Livermore, 2010 



View From Mission Peak, Fremont 2010 



66960 

53170 

42298 

11095 
7948 6099 

6672 

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

1937 1941 1950 1960 1970 1990 2000 2012

field crops

vegetables

fruit & nut

nursery stock

250000 

210000 

182000 175000

225000

275000

1937 1941 1950 1960 1970 1990 2000 2012

rangeland

ACREAGE 
TRENDS 



Source: CA Department of Conservation 
www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/Index.aspx 
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